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The Purposes of
Education
A Conversation Between John Hattie and
Steen Nepper Larsen

John Hattie, University of Melbourne, Australia and Steen 
Nepper Larsen, Danish School of Education, Aarhus, 
Denmark

What is the purpose of education and what is the 
relationship between educational research and policy?
Using the twin lenses of Visible Learning and educational 
philosophy these are among the many fascinating topics 
discussed in extended conversations between John Hattie 
and Steen Larson. This wide-ranging, entertaining and 
informative book uses the framework of Hattie's world 
famous research to explore the vital questions around 
education and the development of students in a learning 
society. Complete with informative cartoons, summary 
boxes and annotated reading lists, it will inspire teachers, 
students and parents at all levels of the educational system.
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